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In 1963, when I was in sixth grade, my father was diagnosed with a malignant cancerous tumor 

in the back of his nasal cavity.  Needless to say, this was quite a shock to everyone.  He was 

referred to a highly recommended ear, nose and throat specialist, and this doctor performed the 

major operation to remove this tumor. 

 

Then in the medical technology of that day my father had 27 cobalt treatments over a number of 

weeks.  Now cobalt treatments were an early form of radiation—the problem was that they could 

not be focused or pinpointed on one small area so this treatment covered his whole face. 

 

My father’s face appeared during those treatments like he had a sunburn.  Not only that his very 

dark and thick beard was burned out and did not need to be shaved much after that.  Also, all his 

natural made saliva was gone so he needed to often use a neutralizing solution for his mouth. 

 

The effects of not having saliva led to him having over 100 cavities in his teeth with much dental 

work.  And whenever he would get a common cold his facial tissues and eyes would swell up 

and get puffy red.  In other words, my father had many painful and lasting affects. 

 

And yet the good news was that he was healed from his cancer and lived to 84 years old.  In fact, 

we have always believed it was a miracle of God.  We believed that God used the hands and 

wisdom of this surgeon, the archaic cobalt treatments, and the God-given ways his body healed 

and coped to bless him with an amazing, supernatural, miracle of God. 

 

Now I know that there are some who would argue that this was not really a miracle.  Some 

would take a purely scientific approach and say that it was simply the surgery, the treatments, the 

natural healing that brought this about.  In fact, some would say there is no God and that God 

had absolutely nothing to do with it at all. 

 

And then there are even some Christians who might argue against this idea of a miracle.  Their 

thinking is that a true miracle would have happened only if we had prayed to God, had trusted in 

him completely, and if the tumor and cancer miraculously left his body.  Some believe this. 

 

And yet that is not my belief or what I build my faith on.  I am one who sees everyday as a 

miracle.  I see miracles in people coming to faith in Jesus, in the growth of our church, and in 

forgiveness and the healing of relationships. 

 

And I also see miracles in the wisdom and gifts God has given doctors and in the ways our 

bodies can heal from surgeries, injuries, and from diseases.  I believe that all this is a miracle 

because God created our bodies and he created them with the ability to heal. 

 

Jesus, who in our Gospel lesson for today healed the woman who had faith and touched his robe, 

and who raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead has the power to both perform a totally 

unexplained miracle and to heal through surgery, medicine, and therapy.  All healing I firmly 

believe is from God. 



 

Now about the same time my father was diagnosed with cancer a fellow evangelist and Bible 

teacher who worked with my Dad was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease.  In fact, I still 

remember attending a healing prayer service for my father and Oscar Hanson together. 

 

The sad thing, however, was that Oscar’s condition rapidly deteriorated.  Being an excellent 

preacher and writer, his speech and ability to write were taken from him in just a matter of 

months.  And as a result Oscar needed to retire early from being a pastor and evangelist. 

 

My father, however, whenever he would preach or teach about Biblical healing and miracles 

would often share that he believed that Oscar received an even greater healing than he did.  For 

even though my father’s cancer was gone Dad would point to how Oscar’s heart was healed. 

 

Oscar lived each day, even as his health deteriorated, with a thankfulness and peace in his heart.  

He was truly an amazing example and person of faith.  And when he died some 13 years later, 

Oscar’s funeral was filled with testimonies of the miracle he was to so many, and of the 

everlasting miracle he was now sharing in the eternal life of heaven. 

 

Miracles, my friends, can come in many different ways and forms.  Martin Luther once said that 

in this fallen world where sin, disease and death are part of our natures we should never be 

surprised when problems come, or bad and tragic things happen, or when we face pain and death.  

It is all part of our fallen human nature. 

 

What we should be surprised and happy about, Luther said, is all the good things that happen 

everyday.  For all that is good and blessed in life is a gift from God.  Therefore, with this 

thinking, we can see miracles happening everyday in little and sometimes big ways.  God’s 

miraculous grace is all around each day. 

 

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights.”  God is the source of whatever is good in this world.   

 

Now in focusing on the topic of this message, “It Would Take a Miracle…To Fix My Family,” it 

is important I believe to think about and remember some of the things I shared earlier about 

miracles.  It is important to remember that God’s miracles happen in a number of ways. 

 

Before I go deeper here, I want to say a word to all of you parents, and children, and loved ones.  

I want you to know that I believe that there is nothing more challenging, and yet rewarding, then 

being a parent in these times.  In fact, I believe that the pressures are greater than ever. 

 

I know many times Kim and I were in tears, read every good book on parenting we could find, 

visited hours with each other for support and strategy, asked for advice from mentors and 

friends, and prayed diligently for wisdom and help in raising our kids.  It definitely takes the 

very best you can give. 

 

And certainly there were many times that we blew it, we made bad decisions, we went at things 

the wrong ways.  There were times we needed to ask each other, and our kids for forgiveness and 

understanding.  And yet in love, and with God’s help, God often fixed our family. 

 



So what are some miracles and ways that God can fix families today?  Well, the first way I 

believe, is to remember that our children are miracles of God.  Oh, I know that some non-

believers again point to biology for how children are born, develop and grow. 

 

And yet being in the delivery room when two of our children were born, and standing at the 

airport gate when our 4-month old daughter came to our family from Korea, no one can tell me 

that they are not miracles of God.  Kim and I didn’t do anything to deserve these children, and 

we can’t create the miracle of life.  Every child is a miracle of God. 

 

I also believe that it is important to treat our children, and to let them know often, that we see 

them as gifts and miracles of God.  In fact, it is important to remember that as we brought them 

for Baptism, that we dedicated them to God’s love and service.  In other words, they are not just 

ours, but are God’s precious children. 

 

To see our children as miracles, and as part of God’s family, then helps us to remember that God 

is there to help fix, and bring forgiveness and healing, along the way.  It also reminds us that 

bringing our children to church, and helping them to know Jesus, is our most important calling. 

 

So seeing our children as miracles and gifts from God, and keeping God at the center of our 

family, reminds us that in the ups and downs of family life, that we are never alone.  And 

knowing God and his miraculous love assures us that nothing is hopeless or beyond fixing. 

 

A second way that God can fix our families is if we pray every day for our spouse and for our 

children by name.  God truly answers our prayers.  And yet something I have found in my life is 

that when I pray for my wife and children that I am often the one who God changes. 

 

I know as a parent we often pray things like: Lord, make our child behave; help them to listen; 

help them to stop arguing and fighting with us, etc.  And yet in praying God often needs to 

change us to be more patient, to understand that they are just kids who need to test their 

boundaries, to realize that maybe we need forgiveness for our bad attitude and temper. 

 

A third way that God can fix our families is if we seek other help and support.  Too often parents 

and families are broken and trying to fix things on their own.  That is why God gave us his 

church, and gave us Christian mentors and friends to help us.  It is virtually impossible to be an 

effective parent, or family, without a caring community of faith to support us. 

 

Now in this we need to realize that sometimes we may need more professional help and 

guidance.  Sometimes the psychological and person issues need expert help, along with possible 

medicine and therapy.  God often brings miracles of healing through experts in counseling, 

therapy and medicine.  God wants us to use the best resources he has blessed us with. 

 

Now I know there are some here today who may be struggling, or who may be at the end of your 

rope, wondering if your family can be fixed.  My encouragement to you and the encouragement 

of many of us here who have been through this—hang in there.  Don’t give up. 

 

Jesus who healed the woman who touched his robe in faith, and who raised Jairus’ daughter from 

death, can bring healing and restoration to you and your family.  He is a great, and loving, and 

miraculous God.  And remember, don’t try to do it alone—our community of faith is here to 

walk with and help you.  Let us pray… 

 


